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Dear Bud, 



This morning's Kashin gt en Post story on Sprague* s ginick and y^ur 
association, especially financial, fill m with dismay. 



Tliere is e phrase of the compute trade I have heard as *£igo% 
short for "garbage in, garbage out", a less polite formulation of the concept 
that the po^puter can ^>ut out only wsht can come from what layout in, 

Sprague, aside from temperamental di sequel ifi cations (which has 
nothing to do with whether of not he is a very nice and deeply concerned &uy, 
which he is). Is so completely lacking in both knowledge and judgement as to < 
be unable to feed the computers, mat, then, can emerge except another gimick 
and, 1 specifically predict without qualification* to make a record upon which 
I shall certainly s»nd, another destruction of our credibility? 

Let us take the Frenchy pictures. Now you tell me what ho is going 
to feed about them. The offals about where end when the men were "arrested", 
when he has nothing but wishful thinking and an ignored but existing ph oto~ 
graphic disqualification of the entire slready-dissster he hes wrought with it 
through Garrison? $hen he would pay no attention to reason end provided contri- 
vances responding to nothing shout this, I dropped it. But there is nothing he 
has said about this thet is even tenable and much that is contrary to whet he 
cites- ’" hot he cites is at best gnat-straining, Or* which 0bP his difference 
versions of these pictures will go into the machines? nr his different identi- 
fications of the same man, all specific, ell unequivocal, ell ardently pressed 
in their day as unquestionable eni established bey on® doubt, and all hut the 
final version, whatever teat may by now be, abandoned ^regarded as though 
they never existed? 

If tea machines era to prove tile puffs of smoke prove firing fend this, 
naturally, inc Judes to toe elimination of ©11 possibilities other tru& tnis), 
where dees he get the knowledge, ©specially tee ballistics knowledge, or wnsfc 
weapons under what conditions end with what ammunition can a) produce such puffs 
of smoke and b) what alternative explanations there may be? 

Shat the hell would 50 men at the ©cons be doing? And did y^u 
ever hear of so many men all preserving their silence so completely, remaining 
undetected-ally one of tnem-so long? What kind of insanity conceives of the 
neeed for ary thin?* like this army at th$ scene? Before this st^ry appeared, I 
was questioned by radio press about this and was able to avoid this" aspect on 
the air by restricting myself to fulsome praise for the fine job ©ick has ^dds of 
finding to© pictures and the importance of this thing alone. 

What makes it so much worse is that, unless you have all suddenly 
acquired basic knowledge you did not have or have added qualified experts with 
the requsiti© knowledge, none of whom are known to ms to exist, ell of you 
combined, assuming the improbable, that you cfft% all agree on tns fact to be fed 
the machines, do not have the basic knowledge to feed it. To cite but a single 
srea, on the results of this shooting by how many of the fifty you and/or the 
machines were firing and from where and with whet. To take but a single aspect 
of this, with what kinds of weapons (the effects of all differing so greatly) 
and with what kinds, sizes and velocities of bullets, where the variations in 
results are even greater. 



I wnni rt int ® r8s * yo\n personal iafiegrity and reputation, which 

SiSSJii fvT S6r !! f0P 70U 88 8 friend » 8S * el1 sa itt the inereaslnely- 
dlffloult survive! problem we face from endless glMcry and constant feUure * 

® v f e *P l0 * 8 contrary beliefs, th<= most psin&l example of which we hare 
In arrlosn, j. ms re you an offer and a promife. I will teka time from what could 
be cut to constructive work: to devil’s advocate too Input and, when this is 
not done, 1 will Utterly and completely destroy the final oroduct, too late 
to save ua this added and needless and ao ^wasteful disaster without benefit 
cf computer, with waat the computer tea not yet bee able to eliminate. 

„ i, J eB t ® Ten alCter * be11 1 tbtck of purposes to wnich this 

sum could *e put ana the minor expenses for the repayment of which no fhnda 
were are liable , like phone calls. 



1 w 2 uld fcs flighted at any possibility of any solution of the crime, 
lu ^ I - rie or ^uot© to me fthf * t Sprague told you he knows of 

tHe crimes itself? Of course, he knows fche President was killed end Sonne Iv 
was wounded. But I defy you, individually or collectively, to give re* en unecui- 
. vocal explanation of «bat KUlafi Kennedy, to the exclusions off all other possi- 
bilities, what wounds he had, to the exclusion of all other possibilities! what 
^.ouiu s Conns ly hed, to ta exclusion of ell other possibilities, what inflicted 
them, -o ^ha exclusion of all other possibilities (hex and from hat directions 
E fwji?ff SS * ^-secrirtion of all th expounds to the exclusion of all other pos- 
f, i ^ td8S ’ sad ,Jlat ^ots of what kind from wrist weakens striking where were 
fi.rea- if you cannot do this, pray tell me what you will feed into the raachitjes? 

And tuis, - 1 - hhpe you can sea, l§ but one aspect. 

If you reed Sprague's "Did These \Jenn Assassinate "resident TSnnedv" 
you either did n*t check it out or did it on the basis of entirely inadequate 
knolwedge, for it is entirely untenable/ Is this the way to feed a commuted 
and set a meaningful output? And this is the best thing Dick has done. How 
dependable the moat elemental aspects of his work and raw materials ace you 
»h^« b h 7 f0 ; £o ^ ^ I remind you of our wasted trip to the Hbrary of Congress, 
whe.e he nee studied what I turned over to him, that NBC footage. He ccu’d not 
even -axe an accurate citation to it. Jeed this into the computers, end eermi# 
your/ our reputations to te measured by it? 



If you doubt the foregoing is but s small part of vast you now face, 
just ask for more. is* without doubt* abundant* This is but seme of what 
comes to mind tee very moment I reed the Post story* I neve dro- ec met I was 
doing to get tnis written so I can give It to Paul to hand you tomorrow, for 
* would protect you, alas, also from yourself. If I em esksd anything further 
about this* I will continue to fend off anything that c n be interpreted as 
criticism, but it will gall me to do it* 

And Christ how 1 hate to live in such abject poverty* with viable 
works the v cenrot be printed* when there is lavish financing a veil Able for shit* 

I hs^e nffered so many times* as recently as SJjDlnick* to consult with you and*’ 
vr era * can, to guide you* for I have been in this longer and more Intensively 
than yon and learned what it has been impossible for vou tn have lecraed. Surely 
it is unselfish of me to want t 0 do this or take the ti ie for it. There is no 
possibility of gain, for me. 1 have not* for example, asked you for the funds 
you s_i,e giving ^/ick* £Fhy not take the most el mentsl precautions^ Can wo not 
hove learned anything froa the Garrison fiasco? Or* can we survive perpetuating 
the some, lemming- like mistakes! Please* Bud* ■ssste my time and sa velour self* if 
not your money. If this taing ever comes out* you will be a laughingstock. And the 
object of ridicule* pity or both of th^se who 'no?? the fact. Hegret fully. 



